PRESS RELEASE

It is my pleasure (o announce that the Panola County Shenff"s Office Detention Center was chosen as the
“Site of the Year® by Southern Health Partners inmate health provider Southern Health Partners 1s a
leading provider ol alfordable medical. dental, and mental health services to inmates i county and city
jatl facihties Smee meeption SHP has bunlt then company on a true partnership model with
uncompromised quality, value, and integiity  Cuirently, SHP opciates n over 200 correctional facilities

m 13 difterent states

Panola County partnered with Southern Health Partners three years ago to provide inmate health services
at the detention center 1in an attempt to cut the inmate medical expense burden on the local tax payers
This has enabled the detention center to have a full time nurse on staff as well as a doctor available to
provide necessary services when situations arise  he funds for the salary of the staff nuise, funds fot the
doctor’s services, funds for all inmate prescriptions and medical services 1s covered by SHP through our
contract agreement ‘The pairtnership with SHP saved the Panola County Jail budget approximately
$60.000 the fust yeat by having the health caie scivices available at the detention center vs transporting
immates to the cmergency room ot to a clinie Having the health services available on site also eliminates
the number of situations when an mmate has to be removed from the secured facility in order to be
tansported to an outside medical provides We are still sometimes required to transport an imate to an
outstde medical facility when moie serous situations atise, but the number of transports to outside
resources ate down approximately 90 % This large decrease 1s a result of the dedicated work of SHP

nuise Ashley Morris and the training of the detention center staff

Lach year SHP awards “Suc of the Year " 1ecognition 1o a detention facility who s partnered with SHP
who goes above and beyond. to not only provide affordable, professional health services for housed
mmates, but stiives to go the extra mile in tainmg and in job performance to save tax dollars and more
impoitantly. saving hives Irom over 200 detention facthities in the 13 states covered by SHP, Panola
County Detention Center was chosen as the 2017 top facility m the country, for outstanding performance

by out SHP nurse Ashley Morris and the Shenift™s Office detention staff

Ashicy Mornis 1s a great asset not only to SHP, but also to Panola County Her dedication and
attentivencss to her duties has served the county well She not only provides professional health services
o housed mmates but also provides professional taiming to the detention center staff which has without a
doubt saved not only tax payer dollars, but has saved lives The CEO and other administrators from the

Southern Health Partners headquarters i Chattanooga, lennessee will come to Panola County to present



the ~Site of the Year™ award to Ashley Moins and o Sheriff’s Office staff at a date and time to be
announced [ am very proud of Ashley and all ot our detention center staff tfor bringing this national

recognition of superior petformance home to Panola County!

ShettfT Kevin Lake
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